FABRIQUE NATIONALE ¢ 445

that worked out extremely well for both parties. Later Brown-
ing became associated with Colt, and the world market was di-
vided—with the Eastern Hemisphere going to FN and the
Western Hemisphere to Colt.

In this section, we list arms that bear the FN banner. The FN-
manufactured firearms produced under the Browning banner
are listed in the Browning section of this book.

Model 1900

A blowback-operated semi-automatic pistol chambered for the
7.65mm cartridge. It has a 4" barrel and fixed sights and is
blued with molded plastic grips. This model is notorious as the
pistol that was used to assassinate Archduke Ferdinand, an
event that touched off WWI. It was manufactured between
1899 and 1910. This model is referred to as the “Old Model.”

Exc. V.G. Good Fair Poor
550 425 375 275 175
Model 1906

A smaller version of the Model 1903, designed to be a pocket
pistol and chambered for the 6.35mm cartridge. It became
known as the “Vest Pocket” model and was also the basis for
many Eibar copies. It has a 2.5" barrel and was produced in
two distinct variations. The first variation had no safety lever or
slide lock and relied on the grip safety. The second variation,
that occurred at approximately serial number 100000, added
this safety lever and slide lock, which helped simplify disman-
tling of the pistol. This model was available either blued or nick-
el-plated. The plated models would bring a 10 percent
premium. There were approximately 1,086,100 manufactured
between 1906 and 1959.

Exc. V.G. Good Fair Poor
500 375 310 200 150
Model 1903

A considerable improvement over the Model 1900. It is also a
blowback-operated semi-automatic; but the recoil spring is lo-
cated under the barrel, and the firing pin travels through the
slide after being struck by a hidden hammer. The barrel is held
in place by five locking lugs that fit into five grooves in the
frame. This pistol is chambered for the 9mm Browning long
cartridge and has a 5" barrel. The finish is blued with molded
plastic grips, and the detachable magazine holds 7 rounds.
There is a detachable shoulder stock/holster along with a 10-
round magazine that was available for this model. These ac-
cessories are extremely rare and if present would make the
package worth approximately five times that of the pistol alone.
There were approximately 58,000 manufactured between
1903 and 1939.

This symbol denotes “Sleepers” with rapidly-rising values and/or significant collector potential.



