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Kalashnikov Gun Magazine has published an interesting article telling the story of the development and
evolution of Soviet/Russian AK bayonets. The author of KGM article is Konstantin Podgornov. He basically
published one of the chapters of his upcoming book dedicated to the development of the AK-47 in the Soviet
Union and Russia. Mikhail Degtyaryov, KGM‘s chief editor, kindly provided us the rights to use their content
and I am happy to have the opportunity to translate their article and present it to our readers.

When reading this article, you’ll see that Soviet/Russian AK bayonets have model designations of 6X# with
the number after X being the generation of the bayonet. These are the GAU indexes which were/are given to
each and every equipment piece adopted by the Soviet Union and the Russian Federation. To be precise,
the Cyrillic letter X should be translated as “Kh”, however, I decided to write the designations with X because
most of the other sources do it like that and I don’t want to cause confusion and complicate it for our readers.
The production years of any particular model are written in brackets next to the model name. OK, without
further ado, let’s take a look at the chronological list of different Soviet and Russian AK bayonets.
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6X2 (1955-1960)

The 6X2 is the first AK bayonet adopted by the Soviet Union in 1955 (with the Type 3 rifles). Prior to 1955,
AKs didn’t even have a provision for a bayonet. After the adoption of the 6X2 bayonet, many of pre-55 AKs
(Type 1 and Type 2) were retrofitted to take a bayonet. However, as Podgornov notes, not all pre-55 AKs
passed this modification and there are even some post-55 AKs that don’t have a bayonet lug. The reason is
probably the delays of introducing the bayonet lug into the mass production. According to the user manual,
these bayonets were issued with fixed stock rifles only.

6X2

The shape of the 6X2 bayonet is similar to SKS bayonet, however, the 6X2 blade is shorter. This bayonet
has a two-piece handle. The scales are attached to the tang via bolts and nuts which are staked to prevent

javascript:


13/5/2020 History and Evolution of Soviet/Russian AK Bayonets -The Firearm Blog

file:///E:/Armas y equipos/Armas blancas/History and Evolution of Soviet_Russian AK Bayonets.htm 3/20

them from coming loose. This bayonet was made in large quantities in IzhMash. 6X2 AK bayonets were
marked with the serial number of the rifle they were issued to. There are some 6X2 bayonets with no
markings which were issued to the retrofitted rifles or were spare bayonets. The 6X2 bayonet is not
compatible with later versions of AK rifles.

6X3 (1960-1964)

The next generation of AK bayonets has a model designation of 6X3. These bayonets were manufactured by
IzhMash and TOZ (Tula Arms Plant). 6X3 was adopted along with the AKM rifle. Later it was also used with
the AKMS and SVD rifles. This bayonet has two versions which apparently have minor differences such as
the material and color of the handle.
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6X3 Type 1

The 6X3 has quite an improved design compared to its predecessor. Particularly, it has a different blade
style, saw teeth were added to the spine and the wire cutter feature was first incorporated into the design of
AK bayonets. The hole on the blade allows to attach the bayonet to the scabbard and form a wirecutter. By
the way, due to the non-conductive material of the bayonet handle and scabbard cover, the soldiers could
also cut the electric fence wires.

This bayonet was also the first one to have a leather strap attached to the loophole on the handle and to the
hook on the finger guard thus forming sort of a knuckle guard that was supposed to prevent the knife from
being knocked out in hand to hand combat.
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6X3 Type 2

The grip scales of 6X3 bayonet are attached to the tang via bolts and nuts. The bolt holes are covered with a
glued plug. The 6X3 bayonet is an AKM specific one. It can’t be used with the older versions of AK-47 rifles
or with the AK-74.

6X4 (1965-1985)

The successor of the 6X3 bayonet was the much more improved 6X4. This design was very successful and
was the most produced one. The AK-74 rifle was also designed to be compatible with this bayonet. The 6X4
was made both by IzhMash and TOZ.

The blade shape of all versions of 6X4 AK bayonets is almost identical to that of their predecessor – 6X3,
however, the handle on the 6X4 represents a single piece part (made of a material called AG-4V (АГ-4В))
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which is glued to the tang and fixed in place via a cross pin. The pommel of the handle is a rather large metal
part with the attachment mechanism of the bayonet built into it. During its production years (1965-1985), this
bayonet has been changed several times resulting in the existence of four different versions.

6X4 Type 1 (1965-1971)

6X4 Type 1

This very first version of the 6X4 bayonet was equipped with the scabbard borrowed from the previous model
(6X3). It turns out that the distinctive red scabbard of this bayonet entered the service much later than the
bayonet itself.

6×4 Type 2 (1972-1982)
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6X4 Type 2

The second version of the 6×4 bayonet had the metal butt and the finger guard made of a cast metal as
opposed to the machined parts of the 6X4 Type 1. Other than this difference, the Type 1 and Type 2 are
pretty much identical. The only visual difference are the two visible rivets on the 6X4 Type 2 finger guard. On
Type 1 these rivets also exist but they are ground flush with the finger guard.

The type two bayonet is also the last version of 6×4 AK bayonets made by TOZ. The reason is that in 1981,
Tula plant ceased the production of AK-74 rifles to start making AKS-74Us (Krinkovs) which were not
supposed to have bayonets. Later versions of the 6×4 bayonet were made by IzhMash only.

6X4 Type 3 (1983-1986)
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6X4 Type 3

The only difference of the 6X4 Type 3 bayonet from the Type 2 is the different shape of the bayonet catch
mechanism housing. The lanyard hole portion was scalloped probably to decrease the overall weight.

6X4 Type 4 (1981 and 1986)

6X4 Type 4
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The fourth version of the 6×4 series of AK bayonets is the rarest one. This bayonet was made by another
Soviet arms designing plant – TsNII TochMash. Possibly, this was an experimental bayonet although it was
issued in small quantities. It was largely identical to the 6X4 Type 2 with the exception of the handle
attachment method. The handle of 6X4 Type 4 bayonet was over-molded on the tang thus eliminating the
need of a cross pin seen on conventional 6X4 AK bayonets. The handle material was also different (PA-6
polyamide instead of the AG-4V polymer material) and had a dark brown color. The handle of 6X4 Type 4
bayonet features stippling style pattern. There is also a small gap between the handle and the finger guard.
The Type 4 scabbard was 10mm longer than other 6X4 scabbards. These longer scabbards later became
the base for development of the next generation 6X5 bayonets, however, the 6X5 bayonets are not
compatible (won’t go in all the way) with 6X4 Type 4 scabbards.

The production of 6X4 Type 4 bayonets lasted only one year (1981), however, in 1986 a small batch was
made for the commemorative green furniture AKs which were awarded to best soldiers of the Soviet border
guard. These bayonets and their scabbards had a green color matching the furniture color of the mentioned
rifles.

6X5 (1986 to present day)

This bayonet was developed thanks to the introduction of the PA-6 Polyamide which I guess is the same as
Nylon 6. They decided to make an improved and simplified bayonet that would be made with the new handle
material. There are three versions of 6X5 AK bayonets.

6X5 Type 1 (1986)

https://www.thefirearmblog.com/blog/2016/04/28/green-ak-furniture/
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6X5 Type 1

The blade of this bayonet had a completely different shape and was 10mm longer than that of the 6X4. The
saw teeth were also simplified. The handle of a new shape was overmolded onto the tang. The metal
pommel was deleted and the attachment mechanism was built into the polymer handle. They also got rid of
the leather hand strap.

Left – 6X5 Type 1. Right – 6X5 Type 2 and Type 3

Another design change was the elimination of the hole on the blade. The wirecutter feature was different too.
As shown on the left of the above-embedded image, in order to cut the wires, the user had to pass the tip of
the blade through the slot at the tip of the scabbard. This way of wire cutting was tested during the Soviet-
Afghan war and it proved to be not the best solution.

6X5 Type 2 (1987)
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6X5 Type 2

As you have guessed from the drawing, they reintroduced the hole on the blade in the second iteration of
this bayonet. The 6X5 Type 2 bayonet also had a longer saw portion and a more ergonomic handle with
finger grooves. Small cuts on both sides of the handle (next to the finger guard) were made to make a room
for the scabbard carabiner to prevent it from damaging the handle. The shape of the attachment mechanism
button shield was also slightly changed. This version of the 6X5 bayonet is also very rare. It was replaced
with the last and final iteration of the 6X5 bayonet series – the Type 3.

6X5 Type 3 (1988 to present day)
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6X5 Type 3

The final version of the 6X5 series of AK bayonets is the most widespread one. It is also the model that is
currently in production. The finger grooves on the handle of 6X5 Type 3 bayonet are less pronounced. The
early models had the serial number on the bottom portion of the handle, whereas the serial number of later
ones is marked closer to the blade. Until 1991, the handles and scabbards of these bayonets had a plum
color. After 1991, the color was changed to black.

Apparently, the very first bayonet made for the AK rifles was designated as 6X1, however, it had some
design issues and was never adopted. There are a couple of modern bayonets called 6X9-1 (made by a
Russian company called KAMPO) and Shmel (made by a company called SARO). Reportedly, both of these
bayonets were included into the Ratnik trials with the AK-12 and AK-15 rifles but looks like neither was
adopted.

Sources:

Podgornov K. (2018, October 22). “Эволюция штыка. Штык-ножи 6Х2, 6Х3, 6Х4 и 6Х5 для автоматов
Калалашникова”. Kalashnikov Gun Magazine. Retrieved from: https://www.kalashnikov.ru/evolyutsiya-
shtyka-shtyk-nozhi-6h2-6h3-6h4-i-6h5-dlya-avtomatov-kalalashnikova/
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Being a lifelong firearms enthusiast, Hrachya always enjoys studying design, technology
and history of guns and ammunition. His knowledge of Russian allows him to translate and
make Russian/Soviet/Combloc small arms related information available for the English
speaking audience. Hrachya also writes for SilahReport.com
Should you need to contact him, feel free to shoot him a message at
Hrachya@staff.thefirearmblog.com
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int19h • 2 years ago

•

One thing that Russians don't know how to make, is a good bayonet. If you think M9 is bad,
you should read the feedback on those (TL;DR: they break if you so much as look at them
wrong, they're entirely useless as bayonets, and they're largely useless as knives). The only
one that I have ever heard anything good about from people who actually used them in the
field is the very first (pre-AKM) one - and that was in the context of using it as a boot knife.
 7△ ▽

plumber576  • 2 years ago • edited

•

> int19h

My buddy has one that wouldn't hold an edge even if it had a Juul and divorced
parents.
 3△ ▽

iksnilol  • 2 years ago

•

> int19h

I feel everybody screwed up the bayonet concept since they started making them for
other purposes than stabbing people.
 2△ ▽

LCON  • 2 years ago

•

> iksnilol

99.99% of tactical situations fix Bayonets isn't a valid option. When that
happens it's just excess weight.... ⛺ View — uploads.disquscdn.com

 1△ ▽

int19h  • 2 years ago

•

> iksnilol

OKC-3S looks like it's pretty damn good for that purpose, while also being an
okay utility knife.
 1△ ▽

iksnilol  • 2 years ago> int19h
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•

The holiness is the SKS bayonet. That spiker is legendary.
 1△ ▽

LCON  • 2 years ago

•

> iksnilol

⛺ View — uploads.disquscdn.com

 2△ ▽

Phil Hsueh  • 2 years ago

•

> iksnilol

But the spike bayonet wasn't univeral for the SKS, the Russians stuck
(no pun intended) to an attached knife type bayonet and the East
Germans did too.
 1△ ▽

Kaban • 2 years ago

•

One of those books I am likely to blow some cash for.

One of those blades I'll never touch again unless my life depends on it. But then, it is a)
Soviet, b) mass-produced, c) bayonet.
 3△ ▽

Alexandru Ianu • 2 years ago

•

Article quote: the Cyrillic letter X should be translated as “Kh”

Actually, it should be just "H" - the Kh is a stupid practice derived from the German
influenced standard for transliterating Greek. The letter X (chi) matches the German Ch, but
in English it's a useless complication. Kh is misleading since it makes people assume an
aspirated K pronunciation.
 3△ ▽

int19h  • 2 years ago

•

> Alexandru Ianu

When English speakers need to represent the sound that is represented by Cyrillic
"Х" in other contexts, they say "ch as in loch".
 2△ ▽

kalashnikev  • 2 years ago

•

> Alexandru Ianu

Nye kharasho.
 1△ ▽

noob • 2 years ago

•

so what's with the blade hole? is it good or not good? Should you just carry proper purpose
built wirecutters/bolt cutters if you anticipate cutting wire?
 1△ ▽

John • 2 years ago

•

Sure, bayonets are out of fashion... until someone either perfects the chainsaw or the
lightsaber attachment. Then they're roaring right back!
 1△ ▽

noob  • 2 years ago> John
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Plasma cutter bayonet using some magic juju battery technology. Suddenly it
becomes a different beast if you can use it to cut your way out of a sinking ship.
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